[Recurrent maxillary ameloblastoma with spread to the right buccal mucosa and infratemporal fossa: a case report].
Although ameloblastoma is an odontogenic benign tumor, it shows a high local aggressive character resulting in significant morbidity and mortality. It is frequently seen in the mandible. Maxillary presentation shows a much more infiltrative character; such cases are seen in advanced disease forms with higher recurrence rates. It is reported that the tumor may spread to important anatomical structures such as the orbits and the pterygomaxillary fossa. In this report, we presented a case of maxillary ameloblastoma, which had been surgically treated in another health care unit by Caldwell-Luc and local curettage operations and recurred early in a wide anatomic area. The patient was treated successfully with a gingivobuccal excision and infratemporal fossa dissection with total maxillectomy.